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THE INAUGURATION OF JOSEPH R. BIDEN 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20, 2021 


CAROLYN KASTER, ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Joe Biden will walk into the White House on Wednesday four years after he left it, facing circumstances that have changed dramatically since he served 
as vice president — a deadly pandemic, a struggling economy and a more divided public. 


BIDEN’S TIME 


The president-elect has spent more than 40 years in Washington; 
his next chapter opens amid a tumultuous period for the nation 


BILL BARROW AND AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 


ASHINGTON — Hours 
from inauguration, 
President-elect Joe 


Biden paused on what might 
have been his triumphal en- 
trance to Washington on Tues- 
day evening to mark instead the 
national tragedy of the corona- 
virus pandemic with a moment 
of collective grief for Americans 
lost. 

His arrival coincided with the 
awful news that the U.S. death 
toll had surpassed 400,000 in 
the worst public health crisis in 
more than a century — a crisis 
Biden will now be charged with 
controlling. 

“To heal we must remem- 
ber,’ the incoming president 
told the nation at a sunset cer- 
emony at the Lincoln Memorial. 


Please see BIDEN, Page A4 


PATRICK SEMANSKY, ASSOCIATED PRESS 


A worker pulls cables Saturday as preparations take place for 
President-elect Joe Biden’s inauguration ceremony at the U.S. Capitol 
in Washington. The inaugural events take place today. 


How to watch 
the inauguration 


Joe Biden will become pres- 
ident of the United States at 
noon Eastern, which, according 
to the 20th Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution, is when the 
outgoing president’s term ends. 

Biden is expected to take 
the oath of office at noon East- 
ern, and the theme of his in- 
auguration is“America United” 
— a message Biden has been 
focused on since his victory 
speech in November. 

TV coverage of Biden’s in- 
augural events will be avail- 
able throughout the day on 
major broadcast and cable 
networks. Events will be avail- 
able for streaming on major 
social media platforms and at 
BidenInaugural.org/watch. 

— Tribune News Service 


Leader plans to reshape the presidency itself 


JONATHAN LEMIRE 
Associated Press 


hen Joe Biden takes the 
oath of office Wednes- 
day outside a wounded 


U.S. Capitol, he will begin re- 
shaping the office of the pres- 
idency itself as he sets out to 
lead a bitterly divided nation 
struggling with a devastating 
pandemic and an insurrection 


m Online: View live blog and video coverage at tulsaworld.com. 
m Inside: A closer look at the incoming administration, Page Ao. 


meant to stop his ascension to 
power. 

Biden had campaigned as 
a rebuke to President Donald 
Trump, a singular figure whose 
political power was fueled by 
discord and grievance. The 
Democrat framed his election as 


one to “heal the soul” of the na- 
tion and repair the presidency, 
restoring the White House im- 
age as a symbol of stability and 
credibility. 

In ways big and small, Biden 
will look to change the office he 
will soon inhabit. Incendiary 


tweets are out, wonky policy 
briefings are in. Biden, as much 
an institutionalist as Trump has 
been a disruptor, will look to 
change the tone and priorities 
of the office. 

“It really is about restoring 
some dignity to the office, about 
picking truth over lies, unity 


Please see RESHAPE, Page A4 
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COVID-19 


BA mask 
proposal 
draws 

criticism 


mandate; exposure 


sidelines 1 councilor 


SAMANTHA VICENT 
Tulsa World 

Broken Arrow city councilors 
took no action on a proposal for 
a COVID-19-related mask or- 
dinance Tuesday, but potential 
action on a mask resolution was 
still being considered at press 
time. 

Residents had deluged officials 
with at least three hours of public 
comments — mostly negative — on 
the topic. 

Broken Arrow City Attorney 
Trevor Dennis said the proposed 
ordinance, which appeared on the 
meeting agenda alongside a draft 
of the mask resolution, is “largely 
similar” to existing mask mandates 
in effect in the cities of Jenks and 
Tulsa. 

Ordinance 3672, if it had been 
approved, would have expired by 
April 30 or by a repeal from the 
City Council. 

Resolution 1372, if approved 
instead, would not be legally 
enforceable but would instead 
“pledge support to those property 
owners and businesses who require 
the use of masks” in the city. 

“Over 20 states have simi- 
lar types of face-covering ordi- 
nances,’ Dennis said during the 
special meeting, held at the Stoney 
Creek Hotel and Conference Cen- 
ter. Dennis pointed out that Okla- 
homa state law grants munici- 
palities such as Broken Arrow the 
power to enact regulations “as it 
deems necessary for the protection 
of public health.” 


Please see MASKS, Page A3 


Vaccine rollout 
changes expected 


More doses coming with 
new administration, 
state officials anticipate 


BARBARA HOBEROCK 
Tulsa World 

OKLAHOMA CITY — The man 
charged with helping the state 
dole out COVID-19 vaccine ex- 
pects changes with the incoming 
administration of President-elect 
Joe Biden, he said Tuesday. 

Biden, who will be sworn into 
office on Wednesday, has said he 
wants 100 million Americans inoc- 
ulated in his first 100 days in office, 
calling the current effort a failure. 

Deputy Health Commissioner 
Keith Reed said that with the dawn 
of a new day will come changes, 
but he also said changes have been 
aconstant throughout the process. 

State officials have expressed 
frustration with the low number 
of doses Oklahoma has received 
from the federal government. 

“We had hoped to see a steady 
escalation of inventory coming 
into the state, and we have not seen 
that,’ he said. 


Please see VIRUS, Page A3 


Lankford, Inhofe 
question Biden 
NOMINEES. METRO, PAGE A13 


LOTTERY 


Pick 3: 1-9-9 | Cash 5: 10-22-25-26-29 


Mega Millions: 10-19-26-28-50-16 x2 ($865 million) 
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